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SUBCHAPTER A—ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 

PARTS 700–704 [RESERVED] 

PART 705—EMPLOYEE ETHICAL 
CONDUCT STANDARDS AND FI-
NANCIAL DISCLOSURE REGULA-
TIONS 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 7301. 

§ 705.101 Cross-reference to employee 
ethical conduct standards and fi-
nancial disclosure regulations. 

Employees of the Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation (OPIC) should 
refer to the executive branch-wide 
Standards of Ethical Conduct at 5 CFR 
part 2635, the OPIC regulation at 5 CFR 
4301.101 which supplements the execu-
tive branch-wide standards, and the ex-
ecutive branch-wide financial disclo-
sure regulation at 5 CFR part 2634. 

[58 FR 33320, June 17, 1993] 

PART 706—INFORMATION DISCLO-
SURE UNDER THE FREEDOM OF 
INFORMATION ACT 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
706.1 Description. 
706.2 Policy. 
706.3 Scope. 
706.4 Preservation and transfer of records. 
706.5 Other rights and services. 

Subpart B—Obtaining OPIC Records 

706.10 Publically available records. 
706.11 Requesting records. 

Subpart C—Fees for Requests 

706.20 Types of fees. 
706.21 Requester categories. 
706.22 Fees charged. 
706.23 Advance payments. 
706.24 Requirements for waiver or reduction 

of fees. 

Subpart D—Processing of Requests 

706.30 Timing of responses to requests. 
706.31 Responses to requests. 
706.32 Confidential commercial information. 
706.33 Administrative appeals. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 552. 

SOURCE: 79 FR 8608, Feb. 13, 2014, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 

§ 706.1 Description. 

This part contains the rules that the 
Overseas Private Investment Corpora-
tion (‘‘OPIC’’) follows in processing re-
quests for records under the Freedom 
of Information Act (‘‘FOIA’’), 5 U.S.C. 
552 as amended. These rules should be 
read together with the FOIA and the 
Uniform Freedom of Information Fee 
Schedule and Guidelines published by 
the Office of Management and Budget 
at 52 FR 10012 (Mar. 27, 1987) (‘‘OMB 
Guidelines’’). 

§ 706.2 Policy. 

It is OPIC’s policy to make its 
records available to the public to the 
greatest extent possible, in keeping 
with the spirit of the FOIA. This policy 
includes providing reasonably seg-
regable information from records that 
also contain information that may be 
withheld under the FOIA. However, im-
plementation of this policy also re-
flects OPIC’s view that the soundness 
and viability of many of its programs 
depend in large measure upon full and 
reliable commercial, financial, tech-
nical and business information re-
ceived from applicants for OPIC assist-
ance and that the willingness of those 
applicants to provide such information 
depends on OPIC’s ability to hold it in 
confidence. Consequently, except as 
provided by law and in this part, infor-
mation provided to OPIC in confidence 
will not be disclosed without the sub-
mitter’s consent. 

§ 706.3 Scope. 

This part applies to all agency 
records in OPIC’s possession and con-
trol. This part does not compel OPIC to 
create records or to ask outside parties 
to provide documents in order to sat-
isfy a FOIA request. OPIC may, how-
ever, in its discretion and in consulta-
tion with a FOIA requester, create a 
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new record as a partial or complete re-
sponse to a FOIA request. In respond-
ing to requests for information, OPIC 
will consider only those records within 
its possession and control as of the 
date of OPIC’s search. 

§ 706.4 Preservation and transfer of 
records. 

(a) Preservation of records. OPIC pre-
serves all correspondence pertaining to 
the requests that it receives under this 
part, as well as copies of all requested 
records, until disposition or destruc-
tion is authorized pursuant to title 44 
of the United States Code or the Gen-
eral Records Schedule 14 of the Na-
tional Archives and Records Adminis-
tration. Records that are identified as 
responsive to a request will not be dis-
posed of or destroyed while they are 
the subject of a pending request, ap-
peal, or lawsuit under the FOIA. 

(b) Transfer of records to the National 
Archives. Under the Records Disposal 
Act, 44 U.S.C. Chapter 33, OPIC is re-
quired to transfer legal custody and 
control of records with permanent his-
torical value to the National Archives. 
OPIC’s Finance Project and Insurance 
Contract Case files generally do not 
qualify as records with permanent his-
torical value. OPIC will not transfer 
these files except when the National 
Archives determines that an individual 
project or case is especially significant 
or unique. If the National Archives re-
ceives a FOIA request for records that 
have been transferred it will respond to 
the request in accordance with its own 
FOIA regulations. 

§ 706.5 Other rights and services. 
Nothing in this subpart shall be con-

strued to entitle any person, as of 
right, to any service or to the disclo-
sure of any record to which such person 
is not entitled under the FOIA. 

Subpart B—Obtaining OPIC 
Records 

§ 706.10 Publically available records. 
Many OPIC records are readily avail-

able to the public by electronic access, 
including annual reports and financial 
statements, program handbooks, press 
releases, application forms, claims in-
formation, and annual FOIA reports. 

Records required to be proactively pub-
lished under the FOIA are also online. 
Persons seeking information are en-
couraged to visit OPIC’s Internet site 
at: www.opic.gov to see what informa-
tion is already available before submit-
ting a request. 

§ 706.11 Requesting records. 

(a) General information. (1) How to sub-
mit. To make a request for records not 
covered under Section 706.10, a re-
quester must submit a written request 
to OPIC’s FOIA Office either by mail to 
Overseas Private Investment Corpora-
tion, 1100 New York Avenue NW., Wash-
ington, DC 20527 or electronic mail to 
FOIA@opic.gov. The envelope or subject 
line should read ‘‘Freedom of Informa-
tion Request’’ to ensure proper rout-
ing. The request is considered received 
by OPIC upon actual receipt by OPIC’s 
FOIA Office. 

(2) Records about oneself. A requester 
who is making a request for records 
about himself or herself must verify his 
or her identity by providing a nota-
rized statement or a statement under 
28 U.S.C. 1746, a law that permits state-
ments to be made under penalty of per-
jury as a substitute for notarization, 
stating that the requester is the person 
he or she claims to be. 

(3) Records about a third party. Where 
a request for records pertains to a third 
party, a requester may receive greater 
access by submitting a notarized au-
thorization signed by that individual, a 
declaration by that individual made in 
compliance with the requirements set 
forth in 28 U.S.C. 1746 authorizing dis-
closure of the records to the requester, 
proof of guardianship, or proof that the 
individual is deceased (e.g., a copy of a 
death certificate or an obituary). OPIC 
may require a requester to supply addi-
tional information if necessary in order 
to verify that a particular individual 
has consented to disclosure. 

(b) Description of records sought. Re-
questers must describe the records 
sought in sufficient detail to enable 
OPIC personnel to locate them with a 
reasonable amount of effort. To the ex-
tent possible, requesters should include 
specific information that may assist 
OPIC in identifying the requested 
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